esign&redesign|Interiors: Special Report

S v r

s




ABOVE: The same ribbon-
cut sapele mahogany
veneer of the other roems
was breught into the kitchen
ta replace eriginal white
cabinetry: countertops are
granite; kitchen footprint
remained the same.
Windows were enlarged

te the view: original pass
through to dining room was
kept in place. OPPOSITE:
Detail of living ream and
hallway art.

Whar interior designer Pamela Smich

first urgently needed to do was push
the delete button on a 19705 remodel
of the home and restore the essence of
the minimalist original architecture.
Smith put her elegant aeschetic on
every room she touched. “The house
has complete character. I wanred 1o
maove it into the 21st century wichout
changing Ruocco,” says Smich.

What Smith also achieved was a
recurring theme of pleasing circu-
lar forms. From the half round of
the sconces, to a dining table and che
hanging lighe fixoures, to pillow fabrics
chosen for the living room and family
room, and a custom table, the shapes
are round.

Ruocco, who was a fellow in che
san Diego Chaprer of the American

Insciture of Architecrs, was known to
embrace the leafy wonders of outdoors
and bring them into his buildings. In
the Pecka residence, the original din-
ing room had a large floor-to-ceiling
pane of glass that still looks out to a
glorious tree and small pond and step-
ping-stones to the frone door. In che
living room, which has a beauriful
canyon view, the windows started 30
inches from the floor. Smith broughe
the glass down to the floor and opencd
two walls to che view,

Walls in che dining room and living
room were the original ribbon sapele,
an African mahogany, rich and seduc-
tive, though some of it was in need of
repair. In a masterpiece of craftsman-
ship, the new quartered ribbon sapele
veneer has been maeched perfectly to






LIVING ROOM walls were
matched to the criginal ribbon-
cut sapele mohogany of the
dining reem. Bar inhall is
ariginal with new mahogany
double-hung door and
surrounding walls, Stainless-
steel fireplace surraund is new.
Seaoting is o B&B |talio Charles
scfa and Cassina Nest love
seats: coffee table is custem

design by Pamela Smith Interiors.
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